THE  IRIUMPH OF TIME

builder was not only constructing a place of worship., he was
building a stage set, and It is significant that the first repro-
ductions of ecclesiastical Gothic (Strawberry Hill was not
ecclesiastical, nor Fonthill, and both were rich men's whims)
were actually seen on the stage. William Capon preceded
Pugln. Soon, imitation Gothic had become the accepted
stage-setting for the Anglican liturgy, and before the century
was out It became almost impossible to think of any other.
What counter-influence might have been exercised by Wren's
churches was nullified by the fact that, with the dwindling of
the population of central London, these churches became in-
creasingly deserted. An exception must be made in favour of
the Nonconformists, who continued to build in a style which
might be described cither as debased Georgian or neo-
Baptist; but Nonconformists are notoriously deficient In the
historical sense.

The point I wish to emphasise Is that all this care for
appropriateness of decor, this reaching back to the emotions
of a past age, means something entirely new in men's attitude
to worship. Whether they are aware of It or not, their ex-
periences in church have moved one degree further from
reality. A sense of period has entered Into their devotions, and
religion has taken on something of the quality of a " period
piece 3*. Chateaubriand himself is a crowning example of this
tendency and his great book Is at least as much a monument
to romanticism as a monument to Christianity. Romanticism
is Time grown self-conscious.

This new self-consciousness had, In the arts, results which
were almost wholly unfortunate. Particularly was this true
of the decorative arts, which for the first time in history be-
came obsessed with the vision of what had gone before them.
The men of the Renaissance had gone back to Rome for their
inspiration, but the very fragmentary nature of the discoveries
on which their work was based prevented them from being
mere servile copyists. The new St Peter's is not in the least
like any building existing at the time of the Caesars. Its